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Located in the Andes Mountains, about 70 km south of Quito, 
the capital city of Ecuador, is Cotopaxi, a striking volcano—at 
once glacial and equatorial—reaching a height of nearly 
6 000 m (19,500 ft). The cone rises from a large, 23 km (14 mi) 
base in the Ecuadorian highlands at 3 800 m (12,500 ft).

Aglomerados Cotopaxi Inc., founded in 1978, manufactures 
lumber and engineered wood products. Sensitive from the very 
beginning that the raw material must be sustainable, renewable 
and local, COTOPAXI S.A. initially purchased a 7 000 hectare 
(17,000 acre) pine plantation. Since then, the company has added 
to its land holdings with a total of 14 000 ha. About 20% of the 
land base is allocated to protected areas for conservation of the 
native ecosystems and watersheds. 11 000 ha are planted with 
radiata and patula pine. 

UNDER THE 
VOLCANO  —  Paul Iarocci

Southern US style roadside system fi nds 
its way to the highlands of Ecuador.
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2  |  between the BRANCHES

Most of the COTOPAXI S.A. land holdings are 
around the base of the volcano. Soil conditions are 
excellent with good drainage and rich nutrients, 
so despite the high elevation and cool year-round 
temperatures, rotations average 20 years with a 
single thinning at eight to twelve years. Sebastián 
Garzón, COTOPAXI S.A. engineer and head of 
supply, explains that the soil is very durable. 
Soft soil conditions and diffi culties arising from 
ground compaction are not signifi cant issues for 
the harvesting division. 

The fi nal fell mechanical harvesting operation is 
relatively new. Started in February 2010, it replaced a 
fully manual system with hand fallers, infi eld manual 
bucking and delimbing, manual stacking and cable 
skidding. Trucks were loaded with Bell three-wheelers. 
The new system consists of a Tigercat L870C feller 
buncher, a 620D skidder and a T234 loader equipped 
with a pull-through delimber and ground saw slasher. 

The L870C buncher is equipped with a 110 degree 
wrist and a 5702 head. The machine is currently 
utilized for only four to six hours per day and stays 
ahead of the rest of the system by a three day margin. 
Rodolfo Almache, the feller buncher operator, also 
acts as crew supervisor. His additional responsibilities 
involve looking after the needs of the crew members, 
auditing log quality and measurements, and planning 
the next harvest block. In future, as the industry 
capacity grows, the plan is to improve the balance of 

the system by adding skidding and processing capacity 
so that the buncher can be more fully utilized.

The 620D skidder operates on a schedule of two eight-
hour shifts per day and averages 300 m skid distances 
but it is the merchandising and loading function that 
is taxed the most.

cont’d from page 1

One 620D skidder works two eight-hour shifts per day.

The trees are topped at 14 cm diameter, skidded to a 
secondary deck, manually delimbed, then returned to 

roadside. This takes pressure off the loader and adds 50-70 
tonnes to daily production. 
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The radiata does not grow very tall, especially in 
proportion to its diameter and is extremely limby with 
the branches starting right at the base of the tree. In 
2009, during the period in which the COTOPAXI 
S.A. harvesting operations team was researching 
different mechanized harvesting models, Federico 
Arteta, executive director, and Jorge Carrasco, sub-
manager of forestry supply, visited some plantation 
operations in Georgia with Juan Manual Durini, 
general manager of Efocol, the Tigercat dealer for 
Ecuador. It was there that they saw fi rsthand the 
pull through delimber and slasher merchandising 
model working. Although the tree profi le in southern 
US plantations is quite different than the radiata 
growing in the highlands of Ecuador (mature trees are 
generally taller with very few branches 
in the US south), this is the system that 
COTOPAXI S.A. settled on. 

To compensate for the added 
diffi culties resulting from the high 
branch count, a couple of adjustments 
were made. First off, the bottom 
two metres of the tree are manually 
pruned. Another adjustment was 
made at the opposite end of the tree 
and the process. It was observed that 
the loader was spending too much 
time trying to remove the last few 
branches from the top of the tree. To 
compensate, the operator no longer 

delimbs all the way to the top of the tree. He 
tops the trees to 14 cm (5.5 in) diameter with 
the ground saw slasher and stacks the tops. The 
skidder takes the tops back to a secondary deck 
during the return trip into the cut block. The tops 
are manually debranched and the logs are then 
shuttled back to roadside, fi nally making their 
way into the particle board sort. This adjustment 
has reduced the drag on the loader function and 
added 50–70 tonnes to overall daily production. 

COTOPAXI S.A. has three main fi nished 
products. The sawmill accepts 2,18 and 2,55 m 
logs and multiples to 7,3 m. The MDF board 
plant accepts logs from 1,80–2,55 m. The 
particle board line accepts lengths from 
1,10–2,60 m. Tolerances for branch removal are 
very strict for the saw logs and MDF logs, less so 
for the particle board logs. The resulting number 

of sorts plus the tough delimbing duty cycle warrant 
two eight-hour loader shifts. Current daily clear fell 
production is pegged at 250 tonnes per day.

In addition to the mechanized clear fell side is 
a manual thinning crew, focused around a new 
Tigercat 604C cable skidder. The trees are hand falled 
manually and bucked, limbed and stacked manually 
infi eld. The 604C hauls the short wood bundles to 
roadside where a Bell three-wheel loader loads trucks.

With careful planning, the harvesting department 
attempts to keep the thinning and clear fell crews 
close together so they can borrow equipment from one 
another if necessary. There is no operator redundancy 

The delimbing function is severe duty on account of the heavily limbed radiata pine.

cont’d on page 4

A Tigercat 604C skidder operates in the row thinning operation.
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because the crew members are cross-trained to work 
on different machines if required. 

COTOPAXI S.A., which also undertakes site prep and 
planting, has been working to improve stand quality. 
Whereas in previous years operations were focused 
on the lower quality legacy stands and the ratio of 
clear felling to thinning was very high, these days as 
the stands continue to improve, there has been much 

more thinning activity—averaging 600 ha (1,500 ac) 
per year. When the thinning crew is operating, daily 
production is about 160 m3.

Henry Cuichan, who completed a fi fteen day training 
program at the Tigercat factory, is in charge of 
maintenance for all Tigercat machines. He handles all 
daily maintenance and small scale repairs. Efocol’s 
technical manager Santiago Neira works with Henry 
on larger issues. 

Sebastián explains with pride that the company has 
worked hard to improve safety on the job through 
mechanization and by moving people on the ground 
to safer jobs. This shift has occurred without reducing 
the workforce. The new system has greatly improved 
productivity while improving safety and reducing the 
incidence of workplace injuries.

Go to www.tigercat.com/Additional-Content to see 
additional images. 

To see a video documenting the full COTOPAXI S.A. 
harvesting operation, please visit www.tigercat.com 
and click ‘Tigercat TV’. 

COOL TO 
THE CORE
A clean radiator saves fuel 
while increasing performance.

Flexxaire’s TACfan technology provides 
optimized engine cooling allowing your 
machine to work harder, save money… 
and keep your radiator clean.

fl exxaire.com

The COTOPAXI S.A. harvesting team. Mechanization has 
increased the employee skill level, improved productivity and 
reduced workplace injuries.

cont’d from page 3
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In 2001, a small group of insurance and risk 
management companies based in the southeastern 
United States, led by Forestry Mutual Insurance 
Company in Raleigh, North Carolina, recognized 
that the timber harvesting industry they served was 
suffering from signifi cant personal injury, property 
damage, business upheaval and fi nancial loss due 
to the all too frequent occurrence of logging 
equipment fi res.

In a bold approach, an invitation was extended to a 
wide cross section of companies and organizations 
within the logging and insurance industry including 
state logging associations, fi re investigators, 
equipment dealers, insurers and manufacturers to 
come together and generate solutions. 

Initial discussions were understandably reserved as 
the various parties assessed their positions and roles. 
However, progress accelerated as everyone quickly 
realized the need to provide a clear, actionable and 
united direction to reduce the frequency and severity 
of equipment fi res.

It was at this time that the newly formed industry 
association adopted the name, Timber Equipment 
Applications Management (T.E.A.M.). The goal of 
T.E.A.M. is to promote the prevention of equipment 
fi res by raising awareness and education so that the 
participants in any logging operation can focus on 
adhering to their own best practices. For logging 
contractors this means enhanced operator training 
and strengthened machine service programs.

For equipment dealers this translates to increased 
service technician education and improved 
maintenance procedures. Actions for equipment 
manufacturers include revised machine designs 
and upgraded assembly processes. And equipment 
insurers can contribute through increased 
education and enforcement of logging operation 
compliance standards.

T.E.A.M. has produced a Fire Alert warning label and 
a single page, fi re prevention Check List as well as a 
fi re education computer presentation. In late 2011, all 
of this earlier work came together with the release of a 
30 minute video called TEAM Fire Safety.

This video explains:

• How combustion works

• What causes a logging equipment fi re

• Fire dangers in the woods

• How a fi re can spread

• How to reduce the potential of a fi re

• What is a fi re Emergency Management Plan

A copy of the T.E.A.M. Check List and TEAM Fire 
Safety DVD are included in the document information 
package supplied with every new machine shipped 
by Tigercat. For additional copies, ask your local 
Tigercat dealer.

T.E.A.M. 
PROMOTES 
FIRE SAFETY
— Robin Barker, engineering administrator

focus on safety
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Mecharv S.A., based in Los Angeles, Chile, is not 
structured like your average harvesting contracting 
company. Mecharv founder and owner, José Hidalgo, 
started in 1991 as an employee in the mechanized 
harvesting department of Monte Aguila S.A., a 
company that owned and controlled extensive forest 
resources in Chile at that time.

In 2000, Monte Aguila decided to wind down the 
mechanized harvesting department, instead favouring 
the use of independent third party contractors to 
fulfi ll the company’s fi bre requirements. In 2001 
Mecharv S.A. was founded as an independent 
company. José also went on to found a sister transport 
company, owned by Mecharv, called Transportes 
Reñico. “My objective was not to create Mecharv 

only for me but for all the people who worked for 
me in past years [at Monte Aguila] and were loyal 
workers,” explains José. These employees were given 
the opportunity to become shareholders in the new 
enterprise, giving rise to a unique closed corporation 
structure. José’s investment made him the largest of 
twelve shareholders but to this day he only holds 49% 
of the company’s shares. “If I had 51% ownership, the 
company would function like a dictatorship,” explains 
José. “The group of owners makes up a board and 
through the board they make active decisions and 
participate in management.”

José feels that this structure enhances employee 
performance because they have a real stake in the 
company. “If I have a proposal to invest very heavily, 

EUCALYPTUS SPECIALIST  —  Paul Iarocci

José Hidalgo talks about his company, Mecharv, and how a serendipitous walk in the 
British Columbia bush led to the purchase of 30 Tigercat machines.  

The 615C skidder and LS855C shovel logger work in tandem. The shovel logger can move wood from the steepest sections 
of the tract and pre-bunch for the skidder, signifi cantly improving skidder production on the steep tracts.
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it becomes a board decision. Usually I make decisions 
because they trust me but I want the employees 
to know and feel that they participate in decision 
making. If I have their loyalty, I know that they will 
work hard for Mecharv.” 

To get started, José purchased a used Ponsse CTL 
system from his former employer. Unfortunately the 
machines were not in the best condition. “At the 
beginning it was not easy,” José recalls. “We had a 
great deal of technical experience but not business or 
commercial experience. We were forced to learn in a 
hurry. We learned by falling and failing many times.”

While the CTL system worked, harvesting around 
15 000 m3 the fi rst year, José dreamed of a day when 
he could operate equipment perfectly suited to the 
operations. He also envisioned owning a single brand 
to take advantage of economies of scale and to have 
the suitable mechanical knowledge to maintain and 
repair everything in-house. 

One manufacturer and the best brand

In the early part of the last decade Komatsu had 
a marketing agreement with Silvatech Industries, 
makers of the Morgan hydrostatic skidder. “Komatsu 

invited us to see Morgan skidders in Canada,” José 
recalls. “We got to a jobsite in BC. One trail led up to 
where the Morgan skidder was working.” But as José 
tells it, there was another trail. “I heard the sound of 
a machine and followed out of curiosity.” It happened 
to lead to an area where a Tigercat skidder was 
working, explains José. “With my basic knowledge of 
English, I asked the operator about the machine and 
the operator said it was great. I was amazed by the 
machine.” (One can only wonder what the operator 
was thinking as he was confronted by the friendly 
Chilean in the remote BC bush.)

José continues, “The operator was skidding downhill. 
I climbed in the cab with him and I liked the machine 
but I asked, ‘Can you skid uphill?’ He laughed and 
said ‘We don’t do it that way but OK, sure.’ And he 
turned around and skidded the load uphill perfectly. 
Back in Chile, I found out that Latin Equipment 
was the dealer for Tigercat and I told them that I 
wanted a 630B skidder. That is how my love with 
Tigercat started.”

Mecharv has subsequently purchased 30 Tigercat 
machines. Although he does operate other brands, 
José qualifi es by saying, “This is only when Tigercat 
does not make the machine I am looking for… such 

as small processors.”

Systems and operations

Manuel Chicioada is 
operations manager 
responsible for all of 
Mecharv’s diverse and 
varied eucalyptus harvesting 
confi gurations. Total monthly 
production is 140 000 m3, 
nearly ten times the volume of 
2001 and the company now 
employs 190. 

Monte Aguila was purchased 
by another forestry company, 
Forestal Mininco, in 2004. 
Mininco manages forests and 
exports cellulose and José is 
thankful that the company 
has evaluated and recognized 

cont’d on page 8

(L-R) Claudio Albornoz (Latin Equipment Sales Specialist), Rossana Constant (Tigercat 
international sales administrator), José Hidalgo (owner, Mecharv) and Rodrigo De la Sotta 
(Latin Equipment Sales Specialist) in front of an antique steam engine, part of José’s vast 
equipment collection.
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cont’d from page 7

the good work that Mecharv has 
performed. 

Mecharv currently operates two 
eucalyptus infi eld chipping systems for 
Mininco. One works full time and the 
second is used as a back-up 
in case one of Mininco’s other 
contractors fails to supply its 
contracted volume. “The back-up 
maintains and guarantees the chip 
supply for Mininco’s Santa Fé facility,” 
says José.

The single chipping system produces 
35 000 m3 per month with a 
724E drive-to-tree feller buncher, two 
skidders—a 630D and a 620D—and a 
Precision Husky debarker/chipper.

Mecharv’s two full-tree systems each 
produce 20 000 m3 per month. The confi gurations are 
identical with one 724E feller buncher, two 
620D skidders and one T240 equipped with a ground 
saw slasher. Two machines, a truck-mounted 220C 
and T250, are used for loading. José explains that the 
220C is employed in case they decide to leave a job 
with wood still at roadside. Later on the truck can 
drive back easily to the site to load the wood. These 
two operations supply Mininco’s Santa Fé cellulose 
mill. Wood is trucked full-tree, topped to 5 cm with 

branches and bark intact. The mill debranches and 
debarks at its own facilities, utilizing the material as 
biomass fuel for the mill.

Another system provides a similar full-tree product 
to Forestal Celco SA, a subsidiary of the Arauco 
Group, except the system operates on steep slopes. It 
is comprised of an L830C feller buncher, one 604C 
cable skidder as well as 610C and 620D skidders 
equipped with winches. A Timberpro 630 with a 
grapple saw works at roadside.

Chile is a mountainous country and 
there is no shortage of eucalyptus 
plantations on steep terrain. The 
steep hillsides often offer an excellent 
climate and ideal growing conditions. 
Generally the valleys and lower 
sections of the mountains are planted 
with eucalyptus and radiata pine. The 
higher elevations approaching the 
Andes range to the north are planted 
primarily with radiata. 

Mecharv has a couple of additional 
mechanized steep ground crews. One 
system consists of an old Valmet track 
buncher (soon to be replaced by a 
Tigercat L845C which Mecharv has 
already ordered), a Tigercat 604C 
cable skidder and a T234 slasher-

The operator uses the Turnaround seat extensively in this challenging application.

According to José, the LS855C is very versatile. It fells, shovels and can crosscut at 
roadside and even load trucks if required. Few in Chile thought the concept would 
work and now many are taking notice.
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cont’d on page 10

equipped loader. The trees are bucked to 5–7 m 
lengths with bark and branches intact. 

The newest steep terrain system—working on 
Mininco plantations—utilizes a Tigercat LS855C 
shovel logger equipped with a Satco processing head. 
It fells, shovels and pre-bunches for the skidders. A 
new 615C, the fi rst in South America, and a 604C 
skid to roadside where the trees are bucked to length 
with no further processing. The shovel logger and six-
wheel skidder work very well together, with the shovel 
greatly improving the productivity of the skidder by 
conveying the wood uphill from the steepest sections 
of the block. José, a pioneer in Chile with the LS855C, 
explains that the shovel logger is a very versatile 
machine because it can crosscut at roadside and can 
even load trucks if required. He adds that few in Chile 
thought the concept would work, yet he has created 
a very productive new operation based around the 
machine and now others are taking notice.

Rossana Constant and Tigercat CEO Ken MacDonald presented 
José Hidalgo and operations manager, Manuel Chicioada, with 

a special award recognizing Mecharv as the company with 
the most Tigercat machines operating in Chile. Mecharv also 
presented Tigercat with an award for favoured manufacturer.
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cont’d from page 9

José was also a key driver in the development of the 
615C, initially asking Tigercat for a lighter version 
of the 635D. He feels that the smaller machine will 
work better in conditions where the soil has very poor 
drainage, typical in the Los Angeles region where 
Mecharv operates. 

A fourth motor-manual crew works for Volterra SA 
on the steepest terrain in the region. The felling is 
completely manual with a team of hand fallers. A 
604C cable skidder pulls to two small excavator-based 
processors that debark and crosscut 5–7 m lengths. 
These logs are chipped at the port by Volterra and 
exported to Japan.

Likely by the time this article is published, Mecharv 
will have taken delivery of a couple more machines 
earmarked for another fl at terrain system. A new 
720E feller buncher and 610C skidder will work 
with an older 620C and a T240 loader equipped 
with a slasher.

José explains that the Chilean wood market is a very 
competitive sector and that the key to success is to 

innovate, adapt and change. “The secret to success for 
Mecharv has been early and ongoing innovation,” he 
says. José also emphasizes the importance of having 
trustworthy people committed to the company. 

A clear focus and expertise specifi c to eucalyptus has 
also been an important factor according to José. “By 
specializing in eucalyptus, it makes us very successful. 
Although we charge the same rate as all the other 
harvesting companies, our customers prefer us and 
want us to work for them.”

Finally, José credits Tigercat, saying that operating a 
reliable brand of equipment and having the support 
of Tigercat has been benefi cial. “We feel like the 
people at Tigercat are our friends. Tigercat and Latin 
Equipment here in Chile have been fundamental 
building blocks in the development and progress of 
Mecharv S.A.”

To see a video of Mecharv’s pioneering shovel logger 
operation, please visit www.tigercat.com and click 
‘Tigercat TV’.  

The fi rst Tigercat 615C in Chile uphill skidding on one of Mecharv’s mechanized steep slope systems.
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THINK PINK
As reported by Julia Bayly, Bangor 
Daily News, June 13, 2103

Mike Nadeau, owner of White Oak Inc, based in 
St. Francis, Maine has a stable of Tigercat machines. 
Until recently they were all yellow. But these days 
operator, Dustin Marquis, is piloting a pink 822C 
feller buncher. 

“I was listening to people talking about someone 
being diagnosed with cancer not long ago,” explains 
Marquis. “I went home and told my wife I could not 
imagine having to explain a cancer diagnosis to our 
kids.” After hearing about more and more people 
in the area dealing with cancer, he decided to do 
something about it. “I wanted to do something to
give back to the area,” he said. “So I came up with 
an idea to raise funds based on the hours the feller 
buncher runs.”

Nadeau took Marquis’ initiative a step further, 
deciding to paint the machine pink. From there it took 
a mere two weeks to complete the project. “Dustin 
came up with the idea on a Friday afternoon and 
Mike [Nadeau] called me Saturday morning to see 
if we could make it happen,” recalls Keith Michaud, 
sales manager at Frank Martin Sons, the Tigercat 
dealer located in Fort Kent, Maine. “By Monday it 
was a go.”

Sponsors and volunteers came out of the woodwork, 
all wanting to be a part of the project and the newly 
created fund-raising organization, Loggers for Cancer. 

“It’s really amazing how many people got involved 
with this,” Marquis comments.

Down the road from Frank Martin Sons, the crew 
at commercial truck dealership Daigle & Houghton 
Inc. sandblasted the feller buncher down to bare 
metal, while Louis Roy at Roy Auto Parts secured and 
donated the ‘Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Pink’

cont’d on page 12

The pink Tigercat 822C on display at the Bangor show in May.
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paint. The actual paint job was done in St. Francis at 
Nadeau’s White Oak garage.

Michaud says, “The crew of White Oak Inc. did an 
incredible job getting this project done as quickly 
and as professionally as it was.” 

Michaud next contacted Tigercat to make the 
fundraising pitch. “In my mind I would have been 
happy with $2,000,” explains Michaud. “Ken, the 
owner of Tigercat, pledged two dollars an hour. 
The amount they are committing is up to $100,000. 
That is mind boggling.”

Other hourly sponsors include Frank Martin Sons 
Inc., Daigle Oil, Seven Island Land Co., Orion 
Timberlands, Maine Woods Co., Portage Wood 
Products and Moosewood Millworks. “We are blessed 
to be associated with everyone who made this come 
together,” says Michaud.

Given its current age, the buncher should easily last 
another 30,000 hours. On a yearly basis, the hours 

will be tallied and each contributor will write a check, 
with half the proceeds going to the Edgar J. Paradis 
Cancer Fund and the remaining half to the Maine 
Cancer Foundation, Women’s Cancer Fund, on behalf 
of Loggers for Cancer. White Oak Inc. and Marquis 
must keep the feller buncher painted pink and 
working in Maine.

“I never thought I’d see this, but I would drive this 
feller buncher any day,” says Charlie Nadeau, the 
18-year-old son of Mike Nadeau. “I am really proud 
of my dad and of White Oak. Something like this 
has never been done before.”

The machine also appeared at the Northeastern Forest 
Products Equipment Expo in Bangor in May, where 
spectators were encouraged to jump on the Loggers 
for Cancer fundraising bandwagon. 

A donation or sponsorship can be made by calling 
Kayla Daigle, Frank Martin Sons at 800-822-6661.  

cont’d from page 11

FAEUSA.COM

Setting the 
Industry Standards

1-877-FAEUSA-1   *   770-407-2014   *   info@faeusa.com  1-877-FAEUSA-1   *   770-407-2014   *   info@faeusa.com  
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The Montana forest industry has had its share of 
challenges in recent years. A combination of drought 
conditions lasting several years, warmer winter 
temperatures and a predominance of 80 plus year old 
lodgepole and ponderosa pine—especially on federal-
owned land—has led to a mountain pine beetle 
outbreak. Meanwhile the western spruce budworm 
feeds on commercial species like fi r, spruce, and larch. 
Ongoing debate and polarized viewpoints among 
various stakeholders surround the issues of wildfi re, 
fuel loads and commercial logging. The annual 
harvest in Montana is in steady decline—less than 
one million cubic metres in 2011 is close to half of the 
annual harvest in say, 2004.

That said, the harvesting professionals in the state 
are a resilient and determined bunch and continue 
to invest in equipment that will suit the unique 
requirements of the region. Titan Machinery is a large 
agricultural, construction and forestry equipment 
dealer, based out of Fargo, North Dakota, with over 
100 locations in North America. Included are key 
forestry regions Colorado, Montana, Wisconsin and 
Minnesota.

Tigercat was already present in Montana, having 
established a relationship with Rick Smith, owner of 
Smith Logging Inc in 1998 when Rick purchased a 
5000 series saw for a Timberjack 2618 feller buncher. 
Later, in 2008, Rick purchased an LX822C feller 
buncher fi tted with a 5702 saw which has now passed 
the 10,000 hour mark.

The small but signifi cant equipment market has 
historically been dominated by zero tail-swing track 
carriers and a smattering of rubber tire CTL systems. 
Titan has recognized that Tigercat’s high performance 
zero tail-swing carriers, primarily the LX830C 
feller buncher and LH822C harvester, could be a 
great fi t for the region’s full-tree and CTL thinning 
applications.

Bull Creek Forestry, a family business owned by 
Leelyn and Teresa Cahoon, recently pulled the 
trigger on a new LH822C harvester equipped for 
thinning with an 11 m (36 ft) telescopic boom and 
a Logmax 7000C head. Leelyn’s son, Levi is the 
harvester operator. The track harvester replaced a

Operator, Levi Cahoon, likes the stability, boom and power of the LH822C. 

cont’d on page 14

MEET ME IN MONTANA  —  Paul Iarocci

Tigercat and Titan Machinery opening new markets in Montana
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cont’d from page 13

wheel harvester and is working alongside a 12-tonne 
forwarder predominantly in thinning applications. 

Bull Creek buys private timber, primarily larch, fi r 
and pine, and markets the products. The saw logs are 

sold to Pyramid Mountain Lumber and the pulpwood 
goes to Boise Cascade. Most of the work comes from 
timber sales and smaller contracts on private ranches.

The day BTB visited the Bull Creek operation, Leelyn 
and Levi were working a 60 ha (150 ac) stand on a 
1 200 ha (3,000 ac) private ranch near Missoula. The 
lodgepole pine had been previously removed in an 
earlier thinning and now Levi is targeting the older 
and weaker fi r and larch. The tree size is inconsistent 
but there is some good sized timber in the stand with 
the larger trees being one to two tons per stem and 
over 100 years old. Leelyn estimates they are taking 
15-16 tons per acre, so there can be a fair bit of 
machine travel and track speed is important to Levi. 
Production in a sparse stand like this is around 120 
tons per day in 8.5 working hours. In more normal 
conditions, production averages 20–27 tons per hour.

After coming off the wheel harvester there a few 
adjustments for Levi but in general he prefers the new 
machine, commenting that, “The swing power is so 
much better. The boom power and reach is awesome 
and it has really good stability at reach.” Levi notes 

Bull Creek works a lot of private timber tracts. The aesthetic of the remaining stand is very important to landowners.

(L-R) Levi and Leelyn Cahoon with Rick Lewis, Titan salesman 
in Missoula, Kevin Cotton, Titan forestry specialist and 
James Farquhar, Tigercat district manager covering 
Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Montana and Colorado.
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Ultimate Durability  

800.528.3113 • sales@fecon.com • fecon.com 
Made in North America

that the long reach telescopic boom 
is essential for their thinning work 
and compensates to some extent for 
the slower travel speed of a track-
based carrier compared with a rubber 
tire harvester. From an operating 
perspective, the one big advantage of 
the LH822C over the wheel harvester is 
the stability. “The stability is so much 
better. I feel that I don’t get bounced 
around as much.”

Bull Creek’s LH822C is equipped 
with swing priority, enhancing the 
swing speed and performance, when 
multifunctioning and eliminating any 
interaction between the boom and 
swing function. 

Levi explains that he spends a lot of 
time looking up to the treetops in order 
to identify the inferior or budworm 
infected trees. “I take the trees that 

The 11 m (36 ft) telescopic boom is critical to success for 
Bull Creek’s typical selective felling applications.

cont’d on page 16
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are not green, even at the very top. Upward visibility 
is important. The wheel harvester did have better 
upward visibility because of the curved windshield. 
Looking through the skylight is just something that 
I will get used to with a track machine. In regular 
timber sales with marked trees, it doesn’t really matter. 
I can just sit back and go. But I love the cab. 
It is comfortable and I like the space behind the seat.” 

Leelyn says that after they are fi nished with the 
thinning, he will come back with an excavator 
equipped with a mulching head and grind up all the 
tops and branches for quicker nutrient breakdown, 
reduced fi re load and a very nice looking stand for the 
landowner. There is a very strong focus on aesthetics 
on these private tracts and ranches.

With the LH822C’s light footprint, Leelyn jokes 
that the forest service people are asking him to 
please make more ground disturbance to promote 
regeneration by scratching up the top layer of organic 
matter and allowing seeds to get into the top soil. 
The low ground pressure combined with the long 
reach telescopic boom go a long way toward the goal 
of no impact, something that landowners are certain 
to appreciate.

To see video footage of Bull Creek’s LH822C 
in action, please visit www.tigercat.com and click 
‘Tigercat TV’.  

131919 btb.indd   16131919 btb.indd   16 13-06-27   3:16 PM13-06-27   3:16 PM



 between the BRANCHES  |  17

product news
NEW EHS SKIDDER 
DRIVE 
Tigercat is continuing to develop and refi ne its 
skidder product line, constantly striving for greater 
productivity and reduced cost per tonne. The 
latest technology is the EHS ‘effi cient high speed’ 
drive system.

Similar to the fi eld-proven and revolutionary 
hydrostatic drive system that Tigercat initially 
developed and released in 1996 with the fi rst 
630 skidders, EHS consists of two variable 
displacement motors as inputs to the Tigercat transfer 
case. Front and rear output shafts are connected 
directly to the front and rear axles.

While the current electronically controlled hydrostatic 
drive system found in the D-series skidders performs 
exceptionally well, EHS is capable of providing the 
tractive effort of the deepest gear ratio offered in 

Tigercat’s standard transfer case as well as the top 
speed of the shallowest gear ratio offered in the 
standard transfer case.

This is accomplished with more sophisticated 
computer logic and the ability to take one of the 
drive motors off line when high tractive effort is not 
required. In this case, all pump fl ow is directed to 
one hydraulic motor, increasing both travel speed and 
motor effi ciency.

When operating conditions demand high tractive 
effort, both hydrostatic motors are working. When 
tractive effort requirements are minimal—for 
instance, when travelling empty—all of the pump fl ow 
is directed to one motor for higher travel speeds.

Tigercat is offering EHS standard in the 610C and 
the new 615C and expects end users to see higher 
productivity and improved fuel effi ciency in the 
majority of applications.

TRAVEL QUICKER 
WITH
Tigercat is the only feller buncher manufacturer to 
offer an alternative to the conventional two-speed 
transmission. WideRangeTM, the infi nitely variable 
transmission for drive-to-tree feller bunchers, 
allows the operator to travel from tree to tree and 
to and from the bunch piles more quickly than 
machines equipped with a two-speed manual shift 
transmission. With WideRange, Tigercat operators 
always have command of the full speed range from 
0–10 mph (724E with 30.5x32 tires; top speed varies 
depending on model and tires).

Drive-to-tree feller bunchers spend a great percentage 
of the total duty cycle driving—to the next tree or to 
and from the bunch pile. With high engine horsepower 
and a large saw pump, Tigercat feller bunchers 
have lightning quick saw recovery—ensuring that 

the machine is ready to cut the next tree before the 
operator is. So the only way for the crack operator to 
further improve productivity is to reduce travel time. 
Quicker travel boosts productivity and reduces cost 
per tonne in high production applications.

cont’d on page 18
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Tigercat feller bunchers equipped with Tigercat 
bunching heads already have extremely effi cient cut 
and dump cycles in thinning and other small timber 
applications with multi-stem bunch cycles. The ability 
of Tigercat’s bunching saws and shears to cut more 
trees per cycle and lay bunches down in neat and 
parallel alignment is well established. The ability to 
travel more quickly during the bunch and dump cycle 
will further improve overall productivity.

As an added bonus, Tigercat’s WideRange drive is 
more fuel effi cient than a conventional two-speed 
transmission. WideRange is available as an option in 
the 720E, 724E and 726E models. 

Visit Tigercat TV at www.tigercat.com to see videos 
from the operator’s perspective of high production 
thinning and fi nal felling with WideRange equipped 
feller bunchers.

ELMIA 
WOOD 2013
Live Demo or a static in-woods show?

— Gary Olsen, factory sales representative, international

I remember attending and being overwhelmed and 
awed at my very fi rst Elmia Wood Show as a post 
graduate student way back in 1993 and I’ve been 
privileged enough to have attended all but one of the 
subsequent shows. 

Since Tigercat’s fi rst participation at Elmia Wood 
in 2001, I can without doubt say that the level of 
dynamic activity in the form of actual logging has 
seen a steady decline to the point where this year’s 
show was only marginally more than a static in-the-
woods show. Most of the actual dynamic logging 
operations have become little more than contrived and 
choreographed show-pieces offering precious little for 
prospective machine buyers looking to see the latest 
and greatest developments in action.  

However, attendance for the 2013 show was 
staggering with 50 000 visitors over the four days and 
to this end Elmia is an excellent branding exercise for 
the Scandinavian forest industry. With visitors from 
South America, Indonesia, South Africa, Australia and 
New Zealand, the exhibition had a defi nite and much 
needed international fl avour, despite the fact that 
many of the Scandinavian style machines on display 
are offering solutions for problems most people do 
not have. The traditionally large focus on small scale 
harvesting at this show, while interesting, is of very 

little relevance for the large commercial plantation 
operations that exist in the Southern Hemisphere.

The large scale cut-to-length focus certainly makes 
for more interest for the international visitor and the 
opportunity to better understand, touch or climb 
in new machines is of high value. Perhaps of even 
greater value is the opportunity to speak to the OEM 
staff, owners and engineers and take advantage of 
the chance to better understand trends, progress and 
reasons for change and advancement of machines 
and designs. In addition to the 1055B and 1075B 
forwarders and the 1135 harvester, Tigercat brought 
the new 610C double drum winch mountain skidder 
as well as representatives from Belgian Tigercat dealer, 
Clohse-Group.  Clohse will be demonstrating the 
machine in Belgium, Germany and France over the 
next few months. Tigercat also dedicated a cadre of 
engineers and senior level personnel to interact with 
customers.

Elmia Wood remains a world-class industry event and 
is well respected worldwide. However, it might be 
time for the organizers and participants to rethink the 
format and return to larger scale live demonstrations 
that more closely approximate real-world operations. 

cont’d from page 17
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PARKER PACIFIC 
AND TIGERCAT 
DONATE $20,000
It was announced at this year’s Canada North 
Resource Expo in Prince George (May 31-June 1), that 
BC Tigercat dealer Parker Pacifi c and Tigercat donated 
$20,000 to the Northern BC H.E.R.O.S. non-profi t 
society and The Northland Dodge Motorsports Park. 

Northland Dodge 
Motorsports Park is a NHRA 
sanctioned Prince George 
auto racing facility that 
donates profi ts to charitable 
donations. Northern BC 
H.E.R.O.S. is a recipient.

Northern BC H.E.R.O.S. is a 
non-profi t charitable society 
dedicated to the task of saving 
lives and improving medical 

outcomes for victims of serious trauma by providing 
the North Central Interior region with a dedicated 
helicopter emergency medical system. Parker Pacifi c 
and Tigercat feel that H.E.R.O.S. is a service that is 
long overdue for northern B.C. Both companies have 
employees, customers and their families travelling the 
highways and forest service roads of northern B.C. 
Knowing that in the event of an accident they will 
receive the best available emergency care offers some 
comfort and peace of mind. 

Toll Free:   1 877 279 2300

DAF Series,
The New Option
for Your Tigercat.

DENISCIMAF.com
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Tigercat Social Committee is pleased to announce 
they reached their goal of $1,000.00 fundraising 
at the Annual Tigercat/MacDonald Steel Hockey 
Tournament.  All proceeds were given to the Run-
A-Lung event for 14 year old Kayla Baker who is an 
ambassador for the Hospital for Sick Kids Foundation 
in Toronto.

At the age of 11, Kayla was diagnosed with 
Pulmonary Fibrosis, a rare lung disease which is the 
consequence of chemotherapy she received when 
she battled cancer, starting at the age of 18 months. 
She spent her time waiting for lungs by becoming 
an ambassador for the hospital for Sick Kids 
Foundation. She is one in a handful of young patients 
who appeared in the foundation’s fundraising video. 
Kayla has pledged to raise $10,000 in a three and fi ve 
kilometre walk in Cambridge and all proceeds will 
be given to Sick Kids Foundation. 

Tigercat employees were happy to help raise the funds.  
Kayla has since had a single lung transplant and is 
building up energy as she continues her recovery
from surgery. Her efforts to look past illness and 
help others have inspired us all.

Tigercat is pleased to announce that Blain MacDonald 
has joined the Tigercat product support team. 
Working out of the Calgary, Alberta area, Blain will 
focus on product support and operator training in 
Western Canada. With a strong technical background, 
Blain worked previously in the capacity of service 
representative for Terex Corporation AWP division 
in western Canada. 

Tigercat is pleased to announce that Forest Pro Inc, 
based in Scottsville, Virginia has joined the Tigercat 
dealer organization. Forest Pro is operating out of a 
new 14,000 square foot facility with fi ve mechanics 
and four service trucks. Industry veteran, Mike 
Barton, is sales manager. Tigercat US sales manager, 
Kevin Selby feels that the addition of Forest Pro will 
be benefi cial to Virginia loggers and will further 
strengthen Tigercat support in the region. Bullock 
Brothers will continue to do business out of Dillwyn, 
VA as well as the main store in Smithfi eld, North 
Carolina and the Garysburg, NC location.

Dealer principals, Binky and Guke Tapscott, started 
logging in 1983 and thus have a comprehensive 
understanding of the business and the needs and 
requirements of professional loggers. “I am excited 
to be the new Tigercat dealer in Virginia,” comments 
Binky Tapscott. “Being in the logging business for 
30 years, we hope to give the support other loggers 
expect.  We will do our best to give the customers the 
parts and service that they deserve.” Forest Pro is a 
family-owned business serving loggers in the central 
Virginia region with sales and excellent service since 
2001.

employee news

dealer news

TIGERCAT FUNDRAISING
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